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lmn&ln the third floor office
e Spirit of the Sage
Council on North Raymond
Avenue in Old Pasadena,
Elizabeth Francis reflected on
the real meaning of Earth Day.

This year's Earth Day celebration in
Pasadena has been extended to Earth " -
Week, with a special proclamation to that
eflect being made by Mayor Chuis
Holden on the steps of City Hall Monday
afternoon. That informal event will be fol-
lowed hy a celebrity fund-raiser [or the
Sage Council today at Q's Billiards Club
on Colorade Boulevard.

But nnne this yeat, are the fostivals
art public tree plantings. This year, those
rvents spem to have heen replaced by
ich things as o hig-money bensfit,
staged inainly 1o help pay lor legal
erpenses inenreed by the Sage Councl) in
fighting environmental causes in court.”

The tree plantings, once a public alfair
with hundreds of saplings being planted
aruned the Arroyn Secn, are now largely
prvate events, with one on tap for Thursday
tealuring a visit by Gov, Ciray Davis,

Davis is oxpectind 1o unveil his Urban
Froestry Initialive, o plan to pump $3.1
mtthor into efforts to plant two million
tres in cities around the state by the tum
of *he contury, said Leslie Mylius of the
Beverly Hills-based TreePeople, sponsors
of the ceremony at Longlellow
Elementaty School on East Washington
Boalevard tfor more information on that
event see Schont Zone, paye 8).

Francis, a 37-year resident of Alladena

— — who lives near

I1ahamongna
FYI Watershed Park,

a city-owned
EARTH DAY parcel near Jet
CELEBRATION AND Propulsion
CELEBRITY POOL  Laboratory that

TOURNAMENT has been in the
planning stages

* WHERE: Q's for nearly &

Billiard Club, 99 €.  decade and the

Colorado Bivd., target of commu-

Pasadena nitywide concern

¢ WHEN: Today at and criticism,

7 p.m. isn‘t interested

* HOW MUCK: as much in hav-

ing fun this
wt-ek as she is in

Legislative advocacy, litigation
has replaced trad:ttnonal Earth

" Day acttvi’aes

MICHAEL GERMANA / PASADENA WEEKLY

On Monday, PuldennMayorChﬂsHoldenmbdlcommendaﬂonto
Elizabeth Prands from the Spirit of the Sage Council during an Earth Day
celebration at City Hall. At her right is Vera Rocha, chief of the Gabrielino

Shoshone Nation.

had nououblemoranuudmgme&n
Francisco Board of Supervisors to creste the
first Earth Day nearly 30 years

A native of lowa, McConne 's concern
about the environment grew in the 1930s,
when he owned a plastics plant in Los

utheSplﬂtloe e Council, the John
Muir Project, named {or Pasadena’s native
son tum-of-the-century naturalist, and the
National Endlargjered Spectes Network,
make their homnes here. In fact, the three

anizations are housed in the same
g'tgkﬂng at 30 N. Raymond Ave,

Seven years ago, however, things were
not as weil-organized, or geared to influ-
encing legislation and filing lawsuils, as
they are today.

In fact, in those days, recalled city
Public Affairs Officer Ann Erdman of one
such festival along the banks of the
Anoxo. “there were literally mounnds of

who d, listened to music,

744-9932 t g her geles. In the 1950s, McConnell’s lntet-
rspect.ive on esu tumed to newspapers and he pub- '
the state of the lished a small weekly paper in North
planet as civilization heads into the new Carolina. A few years later, McConnell .
millennium. - and his partner moved to Northem
“As far as | am concerned, the earth was | Califoria where they published

created by God. He put everything on it "Mountain View." An editoriat he had
tHle gave man dominion over the earth, but written on joint ventures with the
I thunk we have turned il into domination,” formaer Soviet Ut was circulated in the
said the diminutive and casygoing Frands, | Whita House and later came to be durl
who Ir ly add the Pasad the Nixon Administration. N

City Council on het concemns about devel-
opmenl of Hahamongna, a Shoshone
Indian word that means “fruitful valley,
flowing waters.”

In reality, the site is the only reason-
able facsimile 1o wild open space left in
Pasadena. It is the subject of intense
debate hetween those who want to leave
it that way, such as Francis and her
neighbors, and others, namely city offi-
cials, who want to convert the property
for recreational uses.

“The children have no place lo go to
enjoy nature,” she sald. “We have very
Witle open space (of anyone to enjoy and |
think Eatth Day should he 1o invite the
people to come bhack to the earth.*

EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

Earth Day, as we know it, started in
San Francisco in 1970 with a proclama-
tion much like the one issued by Holden
earlier this week.

Back then, John McConnell, who had
already devised such programs as “The
Ninute for Peace Program® and d od
the Earth Flag, inspired by the first o of
the enrth that appeared in Lile Magazine, *

Much as Francls’ gbservance of Emh
day has a rellgious underpinning, most .
everything McConnell did was inthe
namae of prayer and peace.

Leaned on for advice by heads of stute
and ecol ts alike, McConnell's ideas of
peace environmental equilibrium
were embraced by many world leaders, -
In 1995, at the age of 80, McConnell
wrote the Earth Magna Charta,

It reads: “Let every indlvidual and
institution now think and act as a respon-
sible trustee of earth, seeking choices in
ecology, economics, and ethics that will |
provi o a inable future, sliminat
pollutlon, poverty and violence, uwaken
the wonder of life and foster peaceful
progress (n the human adventure.”

In Pasadena since the writing of those
words, celebrations of the earth have
been, {or the most part,

who had to clean up afterward.

DANCE THIS MESS AROUND
Pasadenans have always been nnddvo

to the environment. Likewise, they aiso

a good party. Many ecological groups,

peaceful. But they'
were also kind pl messy for the people |

bought T-shirts and buttons, drank sodas
and ate popcorn and hot dogs.
. "When the day was done, there was the
-largest heap of trash in one place | had
ever seen in my life. It was unbelievable,”
Erdman said. “And the irony struck me
that on Earth Day, when people are sup- -
posed to be so consc en
.. ment, they were just trashlng the Arroyo.”
A lot has changed since then. For one
lhln the {estival in the Arroyo was dis-
ued a few years after that. Another
chan @ was the switch by many groups
from litigating to entertaining. Others
have taken another approach.
Tom Kostin, director of the
Lightbringer Project, and a member of the

| Arroyo Seco Foundation, said nonprofit

‘Community Vision Unlimited will
sponsoring the planting of six oak trees at
‘Washington School-today.

Kostin said he hopes to combine some
goeh'y readings with the tree plnnung , in

eeping with the Lightbringer's artis
mission to help d the underst
of the children.

“1t's nothing of any major importance,”
Kostin » f There are ng bells,

]

mod
7K no ralikdt just & swedt pdetic event.”

Any poaetic significance at the
TreePeople’s planting at Longfellow,
where kids will get a chance (o plant 50
trees, may be lost with its added polmcal
significance, said Mylius.

Along with the govemor, Holden wili
be on hand for that event, as well,
Councilman Paul Little, city fire and

lice officials and members of Pasadena

autiful, she said.

As important as all that is, Mylius

acknowledged there doesn't seem to be as
much ha re locally as in years past,
“Hopefull at will change next year,

when it will bo the 30th anniversary {of
Barth Day),” she said. "We're hoping to
change that.”

FRUITFUL VALLEY?

There was something ironic atout
Holden's presence al Monday's eremany
at City Hall. He and the other council
members may soon find themsetives the
lal’?ﬂl of the Sage Conncil's envitanmen-
tal legal ire over the development of
Hahamongna, said Leona Klippstein,
Sage Council executive directns.

Joining Klippstein at the < ity Hall meet-
ing were members of the John Muir Project,
the Endangered Species Network, tepre-
sentatives of Q's, Mack Ross, a man who
has been recycling ¢lass hottles collected at
Old Pasadena bars, and Vera Rocha, chief
of the Gahrielino Shoshone Nation.

It was at Rocha's insistence in 1991,
around the time the Sage Council was
forme, that the city changed the name to
Hahamongna from Devil's Gate Dam. Yet,
g:‘e:enlly. no members of the tribe have

ren included in the decision-making
process for the proposed park.

Racked with arthritis and now ftorced to
use a wheelchair, Rocha exhibiled some of
the same fire of a few years back in her
[ i to the envi t and the
preservation of that property, once a
Shoshone settlement centuries ago.

“People have to change their habits.
The habits of this life, this system, have
never been so drastic,” Rocha said.
“People have to take time on their awn
and look back at the past to realize what's
happening in the present, to look forward
to the future.

“People should have respect for wher-
ever they walk. | don't care where it is.”

__The future for the Sage Council, which

is currently embrollg_d in lawsuits invoiv-

the ¢ deve opment of a new Catho
& & wnlown Los Angeles and

tho,Endangered
Species Act, amongq
Spesking of olhgrs. may s0on he.
Hahamong i ing t
Seckler Pasaclena ove
inon _development or
what's hap- thnmongna,
pening now,
< ke,
page 15. it wesasuperimal
Kind of thing they~

ps}gln said of the renamlnq of
&h_é)a\e to Hahamongna, *They Keey:
it a park, bul ihere & sl i partk
plan. ey ave signs up, bul it's Anl fec

ignated a park.”
ppslelf 33id the site is right next to_

an EPA ‘Superfund cleanup site, JPL, a_
that hasn't been given much anenunn
y_ollldelﬂ ot the mexlia. _
re are endanqelc(l ecosystems |
there, and there are endangered speoies

fﬁé‘r—i; andt it's a Superfund ste, Bven il i,
vy propl,

k, why are they e
i oloap‘acethaua K

ippstein asked, “Oury
been hmdled for the pa

probably end up in ﬁ'&‘

Meanwhile, Francis said ﬂhe s teying to
stay {ocused on what's important about
recognlzlng this year's Earth Day.

we can stay down lo earth. You've

heard that expression, down to earth?” she
asked. “If we can get down to earth we will
get closer 1o God, [ think.” she said, ®

.,1‘51
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A watershed of information,f

ideas

* Master planning
committee moves
forward with
tlahamongna Park plans.

Juny SckigR
Penrdenn Weakdy
fter attending the sec-
ond Hahamongna
workshop meeting at
the Pasadena City Yuds
, Some ¢
memben Ien ‘with & sense of
acc t and a feell

their volces had been heard.

“We're closer to having an
environmental impact study
done, closer to having the project
hecome a renmy uid Camllle
Dudiey, a b of

of soccer lields, Frisbes golf
pinic areas were

oy

and longtime equesmnn at
Altadena Riders. *We're accom-
Mishing what we originally set
out to do when Tom Underbrink,
principal water engineer lor the
city, initiated the park project.”

But Leona Klippstein, conser-
valion programs director of the
Spirit of the Sage Councll, still
had her doubis,

Klippstein, wha sent a regfe-
wuluhve to_ the works 0P,

expressed reservalions stemming
trem_the site’s toxicity and clean-
up eﬂ__ggts, hampered becau:
discovery ol perchlorate, a
kel fuel additive.

“It’s not sale to have kids come
ploy_in_a Superfund site,” she
_sand,

Klippstein also voiced con-
cerns thal parts of the watershed
arca lound to he a Native
Amarican sacred burial grounds
were being forgotten along with
endangered species existing in
the proposed parkland.

At the meeting, conservation
and nature rehabililation were
the priority issues, Other topics,
such as parking, the cooxistence

SAVE 49%:
Telephone Jacks
Unlimited

PHONE JACK
INSTALLATIONS

Residential & Small Business,

“ Apts. & Condo Specialists,
\ Fax & Modem Jacks,

13 YUARS OF PAC BELL {XPOAHNCL
LOWILAT PRICES HNCHEST QUALITY,
TAST, IRIENDLY, REVIABLE SERVACL,
PHONT SYSTEMS INYTALLLD

d, as well as the dmhz-
entiation between bicycling, hik-
n trafls and the
Cireuition of vehicle trafic.

Other issues also discussed
were water conservaton, flood
control and recreation, circulation
and access, habitat preservation
and dam access.

Fonv people toured the
Hi Park

'areainbmesptovidedbymedly
and then retumed to the*

tact with pature and listen to
birds.”

Provided with topographic
maps showing an aerial view of
the proposed site, attendees were
given an opportunity to draw
their own plans for the park and
discuss them.- ¥+

* *Thay draw ivhal they want to
see,” sald public relations consul-
tant Christle Balvin. .

Yards on Mountain Street for the |

workshop

held
Hahamongna -

Committee and the Master

Planning Committee. Bernadette
Kornfeld, president of the Lincoin
Howard' Aroyo  Preeway

Association, said of her group,
“There’s a lot of consensus.
that the area

Everybody aﬂeﬁd
shoﬂd be a pl to come in con-

shop is lcludnhd (or ‘June, For
l:lonnatbn. ‘call, (820) 7«-
4321.
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